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PAMESWARAM. A TINY ISLAND OFE THE COAST OF THE SOUTHERN STATE OF 
TAMIL NADU, WITH ONLY THE РАМВАМ BRIDGE TO CONNECT IT TO THE MAINLAND. 


A.P.J, ABDUL KALAM 


“АЙН РАКЕ JAINLLABPEEN ABDUL KALAM, LOVED АМР RESPECTED AS AFI. ABDUL 
KALAM, А SCIENTIST A TEACHER, A WRITER, A POET, А VISIONARY AND THE ПІН 
PRESIDENT OF OUR COLNTRY — ВИТ MOST OF ALL, A HUMBLE AND GOOP HUMAN BEING. 


BORN ОМ 15 OCTOBER, 1931, ABDUL WAS THE 
YOUNGEST СНИ OF JAWULABDEEN АМУ НУ то 50 sas 


PEOPLE VISIT OUR 
ASHIAMMA. нів FATHER WAS THE IMAM rapa, 


OF THE LOCAL MOSQUE AND АБР. GREW ИР LUCKY WE LIVE IN 


SURROUNDED BY COCONUT TREES, THE SEA, 


THE WIND AND THE CALL FOR PRAYER. /зисн а HOLY TOWN, ABDUL 


PO YOU KNOW THAT THIS 15 
WHERE LORD RAMA BUILT 


‘ON THEIR 
WAY BACK, SITA 


PLEASE BLESS THIS 
WATER. МУ WIFE 15 


MANY PEOPLE CONSIDERED ABDLL'S FATHER A 
HEALER AND BROUGHT HIM WATER INTO WHICH HE 
DIPPED His FINGERS WHILE CHANTING PRAYERS. 


WITH THE WATER? 
HOW WILL IT 
HELP THEM? 


THAT DRINKING THIS 
WATER WILL HEAL THEM. 
THERE 16 GREAT POWER IN 
FAITH AND PRAYER, ABDUL. 
IT 15 THE ONE ABOVE WHO 
HELPS LS. I AM JUST A 
GO-BETWEEN, 


“SYMBOL OF SHIVA 


WHEN ABDUL WAS ABOUT SIX YEARS OLD, HIS FATHER DECIDED TO ВИШУ A BOAT THAT WOUL FERRY 
RAMESWARAM TO РНАМИЄМКОРН. 


AND ALSO SUPPLEMENT HIS INCOME. 


ĦA TOWN AT THE SOUTH-EASTERN ЕМ? OF FAMBAN ISLAND РНАМЦЕНКОР! WAS 
COMPLETELY DESTROYED IN А CYCLONE ІМ 1464 AND 15 NOW ONLY A ‘GHOST TOAN 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WHY 
ARE YOU 
LAUGHING? 


АСАСЫ 
ARE STILL HERE, 


MY SITUATION 
WAS DIFFERENT, 

1 STUDIED AS MUCH 
AS MY PARENTS 
COULD АРРОЕР.-ВИТ 
T HAVENT STOPPED 
LEARNING, 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


SHAMSUDDIN WAS ANOTHER COLSIN AND THE ONLY NEWSPAPER AGENT IN TOWN. LITTLE 
ABDUL НАР STRUCK AN UNLIKELY FRIENDSHIP WITH THESE TWO MUCH OLPER BOYS. 


Š а Em 
TALAL AND SHAMSUDDIN SPENT THE EVENINGS REAPING THE NEWSPAPER АМ? 
DISCUSSING IT WHILE ABDUL LISTENED TO THEM AND LOOKED AT THE PICTURES. | 


MY NEIGHBOUR, 
SRIRAM, HAG ASKED 
YOU TO WRITE His 308. 
APPLICATION FOR 
HIM, JALAL, 


Wht 


1 \ 
|| oe nor и клетки Ал низ THE ом” reso ov HE 
[LANE ИО COLLU FEAD AND WEITE А ТТЕ 1 =] 


JALAL GETS 
50 MUCH RESPECT 
FROM PEOPLE. I ALSO 
WANT ТО ВЕ LIKE HIM 


„1 MEAN, YOU, 
ВАМА AND ALL THESE 
PILGRIMS. .ALL TALK TO 

GOP DIFFERENTLY. 50, ARE 

YOUR PRAYERS GOING TO 
DIFFERENT 60092 


AND ALL THESE 
PILGRIM... 


BUT THAT A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 
CANT BE. THE ONE 
LISTENING TO YOU ALL 
MUST ВЕ THE SAME 600, 


RIGHT? OF COURSE, IT -— 
MAS TOME Же Е 


Ву THE TIME НЕ WAS EIGHT YEARS оц WORLD WAR TWO НАР STAFTEZ | 
FLOP WAS BEING RATIONED AND MONEY WAS TIGHT. 7 
T — VA (^ 
[2 1 mier н\р anna S a 
/ TAMARIND SEEDS" ARE IN 
|| РЕМАЧИ THEY 5НОЦІ BE 


(2 _ 


AND JUST LIKE THAT ALL THE FAITHS |, 
BECAME ONE IN ABDUL З MIND. | 


50 ABDUL SPENT ALL HIS FREE TIME COLLECTING TAMARIND 
SEEDS, EARNING ONE ANNA" FOR A DAY'S COLLECTION. 


Bur THE REAL EFFECT OF THE WAR WAS А RATHER STRANGE ONE. 


‘JALAL, 
WHAT PO You 
MEAN? HOW WILL 
You GET YOUR 


STHEY ARE LISED AS А SNACK ANT "ONE ANNA WAS EQUAL TO FOUR PAISE 
FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


OR THAT 
3 WONT HAVE 
А BUSINESS 


MAYE, BUT ги. 

NEEV SOMEONE 

FAST ENOUGH TO. 
CATCH THEM. 


HALAL USED ТО CALL HIM АГАР POSSIBLY A REFERENCE TO 
HIS NAMESAKE, THE FREEDOM FIGHTER ЯВИ. KALAM AZAD. 


CALM 
OWN, YOU 
TWO! CAN ANYONE 
‘THROW THE PAPERS. 


À OUT TO YOU FROM 


THE TRAIN? 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


THEN HIS FATHER WOLLE TAKE HIM TO ARABIC SCHOOL TO LEARN THE QURAN SHARIF 


AFTER WHICH HE WOULD RISH TO THE TRAIN STATION 
AND WAIT FOR THE NEWSPAPERS TO ARRIVE. REE l 


HERE, Ги 
HERE! THROW 
THE BUNDLE! 


AFTER A FULL DAY AT SCHOOL, 
ABDUL WOULD THEN RUN HE WOLLI 60 ALL AROUND TOWN 
AROLNP TOWN DELIVERING AGAIN, COLLECTING THE NEWSPAPER 
КӨШІ ZE дч ren eve nem ГО 
ИЦ mansur, WHO WOULD PAY HIM 
HIS рану WAGES. 


BY EIGHT O'CLOCK HE WOUL? 

REACH HOME FOR BREAKFAST AND 
THEN HEAD TO SCHOOL WHEN HIS 
CLASSMATES WERE DUST STARTING 
THEIR РАК HE WAS ALMOST HALFWAY 
THROUGH HIS! 
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AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


AFTER MANY DAYS OF THIS CRAZY ROUTINE, ONE 
МЕНТ ABDUL FINALLY GAVE IN ТО HIS EXHALISTION. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


AFTER SCHOOL, THE BOYS RUSHED HOME За ALONG WITH THEIR THIRD FRIEND FATHER BOVAL 
TO TELL THEIR FATHERS. КАМАМАРНА З OF THE RAMESWARAM CHURCH, THEY SENT FOR 
FATHER WAS THE HEAD PRIEST OF THE THE TEACHER. [ЕП = > 


2 


THEIR TEACHER, YOUNG 
ARE RESPONSIBLE Pur THOUGHTS THAT 
FOR THE KIND OF DIVIDE, IN THEIR HEADS, 


PEOPLE THEY WILL Д HOW WILL THEY GROW INTO 
RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 
OF THE COUNTRY? 


THE THREE 
OF це WORK TOGETHER. 
ON THIS ISLAND TO ENSURE 
PEACE. YOU MUST NOT 


AROUND THIS TIME, JALAL GOT MARRIED TO ABPHLS SISTER, ZOHRA. 
y^ т 
>. PU, 

FAMILY, KIP. WE DONT 

HAVE ТО BE SOUND BY 


BLOOD OR MARRIAGE, 
ТО ВЕ FAMILY, 


-可 


a 


YEARS LATER WHEN ABDUL WAS ASKED WHY HE NEVER MARRIED ANZ НАР HIS OWN FAMILY, THIS 15 
THE ANSWER HE WOULD GIVE — THAT THE CHILDREN AND THE CITIZENS OF INDIA WERE HIS FAMILY 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THOUGH TERRIBLY HOMESICK, IT WASIN | Р 
SCHWARTZ THAT АВР. FOLIND НЕ DREAM. 


50 THIS 16 HOW 
BIRDS FIX HAVE 


45 ABDUL GREW, HIS THIRST FOR 
KNOWLEDGE WAS NOTICED BY JALAL, HE 
SPOKE TO ABDLIL'S FATHER. SOON - 


f rs TIME FOR YOU TO GO AWAY 
AND GROW, SON, JUST LIKE THE 
‘SEAGULL WHICH FLIES ACROSS 

THE WATER, ALONE AND 


BIEGER TOWN - RAMANATHAPLIRAM — WHERE | 
THEY GOT HIM ADMITTED TO SCHWARTZ 
HISH SCHOOL HE WAS 15 YEARS OLP 


LOOK HOW THE 
WINGS FLAP WHEN 
THE BIRD TAKES 


HOW т FOLDS пе 
WINGS SLIGHTLY? THAT 16 TO 
REDUCE RESISTANCE, THEN 


IT FLAPS IT WINGS TO 
GET THE THRUST TO 
TAKE OFF. 


THERE'S А 
TECHNIQUE TO 
BIRDS FLYING? 


ABDUL НАР ALWAYS BEEN 
FASCINATED BY THE FLIGHT 
OF BIRDS. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


„ВИТ THE EXPLANATION STIRRED 
SOMETHING NEW IN HIM. 2 Wird eld 


AND HARD WORK, 
шс АН WHY NOT? YOU CAN CHANGE 
IF YOU HAVE А YOUR DESTINY. 
DREAM AND ARE WILLING 
TO WORK HARD FOR IT, IT 
WILL HAPPEN, 


D 


FROM THAT рих FLYING BECAME | [ш 


HIGH SCHOOL LED TO COLLEGE IN TIRUCHIRAPALLI AND FINALLY 


= MADRAS 


15 ABDUL 
INSTITUTE OF 
TECHNOLOGY? THAT'S WHAT SANA t$ GOING TO SUFFER 


Комор 
WONDERFUL, NO MONEY T PAF вояка 
cs tO mt Fes TANG CONE 
EE 


TAKE MY GOLD 
BANGLES. SELL SHES RIGHE OF 
COURSE SHE IS! YOU 
MUST STUDY AT ANY 
COST, ABDUL, 


| A $ — 
Apt; KNEW THAT ZOHRA HERSELF HAD LITTLE MONEY FOR HER HOUSEHOLD NEEDS AND 
THOSE BANGLES WERE THE ONLY JEWELLERY SHE POSSESSED DEEPLY TOUCHED HE PAWNED 
THE BANGLES AND THEN STUDIED HARD ТО GET А SCHOLARSHIP AND REDEEM THEM. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ONE PAT 
там GOING TO 
FLY AN AIRCRAFT LIKE 
THIS. І DONT THINK 
ANY OTHER CAREER 15 
POSSIBLE FOR 


‘YOU SEEM ТО HAVE 
A VERY PRACTICAL BENT 
OF MIND. YOU CAN SEE 
THROUGH PROBLEMS 
AND WORK OUT THEIR, 


MADRAS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY. 


TR 
Nom 
人 Š 

не Үн елене < 

FOR MYSELF, SIR. LIES IN THE INNER SELF, 
AE EET IET. 

pi 
b rede me 

VEA E 
бс sau 
оттын 


UNDERSTAND THE NATURAL 
WORL BUT SPIRITUALITY HELPS 
US UNDERSTAND OUR PLACE IN 
THE UNIVERSE, COULD МҮ PATH 
то SPIRITUALITY BE THROUGH 


HE WAS STILL TOO YOUNG TO FULLY UNDERSTAND THESE MATTERS, 
BUT HE SOON BEGAN TO REALISE THAT MAYBE BOTH BELIEFS WERE 
NOT 50 DIFFERENT FROM EACH OTHER. 
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A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


[IN THE SECOND YEAR, ABDIL CHOSE AERONAUTICAL 
ENGINEERING AS HIS MAIN SUBJECT. HE VIP WELL IN 
CLASS BUT WAS SHY AND LINASSERTIVE. 


YOU HAVE TO LEARN TO SPEAK == 
пара success ta or р = 
ONLY ABOUT KNOWLEPGE, А 


YOU HAVE ТО ВЕ ABLE TO, 


ТЕ YOU HAVE 
CONFIVENCE IN 
YOUR SUBJECT, YOU 
WILL FIND THE WORDS, 


BY HIS FINAL YEAR, HE HAP ESTABLISHED HIMSELF 
AB Я PROMISING STUDENT. ВИТ ONE PAY - 


ТАМ DIVIDING YOU INTO TEAMS" 
OF FOUR АН? EACH TEAM WILL 
‘DESIGN A LOW-LEVEL ATTACK 
AIRCRAFT. I WANT TO SEE 
YOUR DESIGNS IN 


EXCITED, THEY ALL GOT TO WORK. ABDUL WAS IN CHARGE 


ОР THE AERODYNAMIC DESIGN FOR HIS GROUP 


THIS 15 JUST 


IN FACT, THIS 
16 Dismal WORK. T AM 
VERY DISAPPOINTED THAT А 
TALENTED PERSON LIKE YOU. 
HAS COME UP WITH 
THIS. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


„ое YOU 
WILL LOSE Your 
SCHOLARSHIP 


‘Bur торат 
16 FRIDAY, SIR! 
THIS WORK TOOK 


WHAT 
HAVE І PONE? 
TID I LET ALL THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT 
GO TO MY HEAD? 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


HARDLY TAKING A BREAK TO EAT OR LEER A MONTH'S 


m 
60 HOME NOW. 
MUST WORK FOR 
BAWA, AMMA, JALAL, 
ZOHRA. AND FOR 
к а 


І SET YOU AN IMPOSSIBLE 
DEADLINE AND YOU HAVE 
ANSWERED WITH 
OUTSTANDING 
WORK! 


X KNEW г WAS 
PUSHING YOU, ABDUL, 
BUT І НАР TO MAKE 

чоц RECOGNISE YOUR 

TRUE POTENTIAL. 


ABUL REALISED THAT A TEACHER WHO KNOWS HOW 
TO MAKE YOL EXCEL 16 A TRUE FRIEND AND THAT 
THERE 15 NO SUCH THING AS AN IMPOSSIBLE DEADLINE 
BOTH LESSONS WOULD HELP HIM THROUGH LIFE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WITH МЕТ, HIS FORMAL EDUCATION WAS OVER. HE GAVE AN INTERVIEW WITH THE DIRECTORATE 
ОЕ TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION (PTPEF) AIR, AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE IN 


X CANT МАТ TO FLY 
RISE HIGHER AND 


COME NINTH BUT 
WE HAVE ONLY EIGHT 


HE COULD NOT BELIEVE IT. HIS AIR FORCE DREAM 
HAD BEEN SHATTERED - THE ONLY DREAM HE НАР 
EVER HAD AND WORKED SO HARD FOR - ЯМІ BY 50 І HAVE ТО START 
ALL OVER AGAIN BUT 
NOTHING SEEMS WORTH, 
DOING NOW. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 
LOOKING FOR ANSWERS, ABDUL FOUND HIMSELF 
IN THE NEARBY HOLY CITY OF RISHIKE® 


WHAT FILLS 

You WITH 60 MUCH 

‘SORROW, YOUNG 
MAN? 


ABDUL POURED НЕ HEART OUT TO THE SAGE. 


THS в 
NOT A FAILURE, SON, 
THIS WAS IMPORTANT Аб. 


IT WILL LEAD YOL TO YOUR 
TRUE PATH. YOUR DESTINY 
16 NOT THE ONE YOU 
HAD IMAGINED 


RECHARGED, ABDUL WENT BACK TO DELHI WHERE НЕ POUND THAT НЕ НАР BEEN ACCEPTED AT РТРЕР АЗ 
SENIOR SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANT. HE WAS ТО START IMMEDIATELY. HE WROTE TO JALAL — 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ATEN EAS ATER TO НА 
р то P£ ясне УНА ALL вит Bea TEAM, THEY 
DEVELOPMENT ESTABLISHMENT (А.ЙЕ.) |” 
иене — - 
< WE ARE GOING 
quor 
GENOA HOVER A 
manele Ġer ANZ эмет 


‘MACHINE. KALAM, YOU WILL THERE ARE NONE М 


THIS FIELD, 


IT WAS DR MEDIRATTA THE 
DIRECTOR OF ADE, ОР" 


1 GUESS 

WE HAVE ТО VO 

THE CNY THING 
POSSIBLE, 


RELY ON 
OURSELVES. WE WILL 
WORK WITH OUR MINDS 


“NOW BENGALLIRU 
“OPERATIONS 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


SOON THE HOVERCRAFT, NAMED NANDIF, WAS READY. THE | | 
DEFENCE MINISTER KRISHNA MENON CAME FOR A RIDE. | 


THAT 
WAS IMPRESSIVE! GO 
AHEAD АМР МАКЕ MORE 
POWERFUL MACHINES, THIS 
|6 THE BEGINNING, WE WILL WE CREATED 
5ООМ DEVELOP Оце OWN ‘SOMETHING ENTIRELY 
DEFENCE EQUIPMENT, 


А WISE MAN. 
ONCE TOLD ME THAT 
FAILURES POINT це TOWARDS. 
OUR TRUE PATH. HARD WORK 
15 NEVER WASTER MAYBE 
‘SOMETHING бООР WILL 


THE HOVERCRAFT WAS NAMED AFTER NANDI 
THE BULL, LORD SHIVA'S VEHICLE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BROUGHT HIM TO A NEW JOB AT INĊOSPAPS AS 
Я GREAT ROLE IN SHAPING HIS DESTINY. 


A ROCKET ENGINEER АМР TO THE MAN WHO пошт PLAY 


"АЙРА. © FIRST PROJECT WAS AT THE EQUATORIAL 
ROCKET LAUNCHING STATION IN ТНИМВА, A SMALL 
VILLAGE fN KERALA, CHOSEN BECALISE IT WAS 
LOCATED ON THE EARTH'S MAGNETIC EQUATOR. 


Has ALSO BEEN GREATLY Ñ 
THIS в A 
(CHURCH! HOW 


INFLUENCED BY GOTH AND 
IT Was A 


CHURCH, OR SARABHAI 
AND THE BISHOP TOGETHER 
CONVINCED THE PEOPLE TO GIVE 
IT UP FOR SCIENCE, THEY AGREED 
THAT SCIENCE AND SPIRITUALITY 


END - THE PROSPERITY OF 


VERY OON ABDUL WAS SENT TO THAT MECCA FOR ANY 
ROCKET SCIENTIST — NASA" IT WAS THE FIRST TIME 
HE WAS TRAVELLING ABROAD AND BOTH JALAL ANP 


УТМРАМ NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SPACE RESEARCH, 


LATER Т5КО (INDIAN SPACE RESEARCH ORGANISATION) 
NOW MUMBAI 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


THESE Two. IF THEY НАР 
NOT TAKEN ME UNDER 


BE GOING TO NASA 
TODAY, 


NASA CREDITS НІМ AS 
THE PIONEER OF MODERN 
ROCKETRY BUT WE 
OURSELVES HAVE 
FORGOTTEN. 


BACK НОМЕ AT THUMEA, ABDUL REALIGED THAT THIS 


WAS A HEADY TIME FOR ROCKETRY IN THE COUNTRY. z е г 


LET'S GO 


AND SEE |F THE / 
We ARE GONG төлде Have бЕЕМ АВ 
TO DEVELOP ROCKETS, Ха 
SATELLITES AND THEIR LAUNCH { 

VEHICLES. WE AFE GOING TO 
DEVELOP THEM INDIGENOUSLY AND 
SIMULTANEOUSLY. 60 BUCKLE UR 
GENTLEMEN, BECAUSE TOGETHER 
WE ARE GOING TO РИТ INDIA 
IN SPACE! 


THE PAYLOADS WERE А DANGEROUS 
MIX OF PURE SODIUM AND THERMITE. 
IT WAS ALSO А HOT ANP HUMID VAY. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


IRE SODIUM COMES IN CONTACT 
ЖН WATER, IT 18 MEHET INFLAMABLE 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ABDUL THREW HIMSELF INTO HIS WORK 
ЯМ? BEGAN TO GET NOTICED IN EARLY 
1968, HE WAS URGENTLY САШЕР TO 
SEE PP SARABHAL THE APPOINTMENT 
WAS FOR 3.30 IN THE MORNING! 
КАГАМ, THIS 
16 GROUP CAPTAIN 
VS. NARAYANAN..X WANT 
BOTH OF YOU TO 
ACCOMPANY ME ON 


XT WAS STILL NOT PAWN WHEN — 
THIS 12 А RUSSIAN КАТО. IF T 
GET YOU THE MOTORS OF THIS 
‘SYSTEM, CAN YOU DEVELOP А 
RATO IN 18 MONTHS TIME? OUR 

АВ FORCE NEEDS А LARGE 
NUMBER OF THEM. 


BY THE NEXT EVENING, THE NEWS WAS МИРЕ PUBLIC | © 


AZAD 15 IN THE) 
PAPERS! ) 


CONDUCTED 64 FATO STATIC TESTS. LATER, IN 1972, THE ENTIRE SYSTEM WAS SUCCESSELILY 
TESTED, SAVING THE COUNTRY ROUGHLY 24 CRORES IN FOREIGN EXCHANGE. 


SROCKET-ASSISTED TAKE-OFF SYSTEM. THIS WAS TO HELP. 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT TAKE OFF FROM SHORT RUNWAYS 
ESPECIALLY IN DIFFICULT TERRAIN LIKE THE HIMALAYAS. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


BY 1969, IT WAS DECIDED THAT AN INDIAN SATELLITE | [FOR HIS PART, ABDUL НАР COME то A REALISATION 
LAUNCHING VEHICLE СЯ) WOULD BE BUILT тоо. 

SRIHARIKOTA ISLAND OFF CHENNAI WAS CHOSEN AND 

AGAIN, ABDUL WAS МАРЕ А PROJECT LEADER. HE те T INVEST IN 

WAS ALSO GIVEN THE TASK OF DESIGNING THE HTH ‘BUILDING TEAMWORK 

STAGE OF THE SLV A MISSILE PANEL НАР ALSO BEEN AND TRUST, THEN 

SET UP AND ABDUL WAS PART OF THAT ТОО. BESIDES LEADERS CAN EXIST. 

BUILDING ROCKETS, ABDUL WAS ALSO ВИЗУ BLILDING AT EVERY LEVEL. 


i 
(цате maxes TEN. ов БУЕН таке Ñ 
TO LISTEN TO це. NO е THEY ARE VALI НЕ 
‘DOES NOT BEHAVE 
UKE А 8055 


TF TEE TET AIRE TESTE TEE FEE EFE 
Er EDU G a TEA жий. „Жн, 
ұға PRESENT MER REPS Ma SUREMENT 


Epit CE arp 
pe. Е 
HAVE PRESENTED THEIR GIVEN US AN OUTSTANDING 
Ср 


YOU DONE, KALAM YOU EXAMPLE OF TEAMWORK. 
HAVE ТОМЕ NOTHING, 


тако Was NOW 
HEATED BY 
PROF SATISH 
DHAWAN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 
WORK ON THE 40-3 WAS NOW ON IN FULL SWING ANP ABDAL WAS ELEVATED TO PROJECT DIRECTOR 


DIFFERENT 
875 OF THE ЯУ ARE 
BEING BUILT IN A LARGE 
NUMBER OF CENTRES ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY. IT 15 GOING TO 
ВЕ YOUR JOB TO SEE THAT Т 
ALL COMES TOGETHER AS A 
WHOLE. THE COMPLETE LV 16, 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITY, 
KALAM. 


MANAGING THE SLU-3 WAS LIKE CONDUCTING A GIANT ORCHESTRA. HARDLY TAKING ENOUGH TIME TO REST, 
ABEL WAS DESIGNING, COMMUNICATING, CO-ORDINATING, ANALYSING АМ? PROBLEM-SOLVING. 


IN 1774 WORK WAS W FULL 
FLOW, WHEN TRAGEDY STRUCK. уз 
ALAM, T HAVE sone 86 PART OF ме 
BAD NEWS. YOUR HAS ĠONE..ME.THE BOY 
BROTHER-IN-LAW WHO NEEDED ТО ВЕ 
HAS PASSE GUIDED, WHO ASKED 50, 
MANY QUESTIONS, 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


HANDS TO HOLD..THOSE 

HANDS GONE FOREVER. 

B, OH JALAL, T AM ALL 
ALONE NOW! 


SEEMS 50 FUTILE, 


IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS, ABDLL'S FATHER AND THEN HIS MOTHER PASSED AWAY 
А5 НЕ SAT IN THE MOSQUE OF HI СНИРНООЙ MOURNING THEIR 1055 = 


à 
ум ЗМУ 
cared out the task | designed for them, with Фев, day 
«See and then came back fo те, Why are you mourning Би 
Seses omplishment? Concentrate on your work and proci 
Di my glory through your deeds.” 


NOBODY HAD SPOKEN THESE WORDS, ВИТ ABDUL HEARD THEM LOUD AND CLEAR. THE 
NEXT MORNING HE RETURNED TO THLIMBA AND THREW HIMSELF INTO HIS WORK 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


(Бу AUGLIET 1979, THE &LV-3 WAS READY FOR ПБ FIRST TRIAL ABDLL АМУ HIS TEAMMATES НАР BEEN 
WORKING FEVERISHLY FOR DAYS. WITH THEM WERE DR BRAHM PRAKASH AND PROF SATISH DHAWAN. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


ves, WE FAILED TODAY Sur Г 
HAVE FULL FAITH IN MY TEAM. 


TRUE TO THEIR WORI, А YEAR LATER, ON ІВ JULY 1980, THE SLV-3 WAS 
LAUNCHED WITH THE ROHINI SATELLITE AS |75 РАПОАР. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WITHIN MINUTES, ABPHL WAS THE ENTIRE NATION ERUPTED WITH JOY AND AT A PRESS CONFERENCE 


РАЦЕ НЕ TOOK THE. 
DIRECTOR TO ALL. RESPONSIBILITY, вит IN 
‘STATIONS = THE ROHINI ‘SUCCESS HE'S GIVING 
SATELLITE I6 IN 3 CRE! 
ELTE | ALL THE CREDIT 


THE MAN WHO NEVER GOT 
TO FLY HAD PUT A SATELLITE i 
INTO SPACE! WHAT PROF DHAWAN НАР DONE SHAPED ABDUL'S IDEA OF А TRUE LEADER. 


THE SUCCESS OF THE 
41-a LEP INDIA TO. ER. 

ENTER AN EXCLUSIVE ТОМУ HAVE 
CLUB OF SPACE-FARING 2 MY USUAL PISORDERITI 
NATIONS АМР PLAYED CLOTHES, SIR, AND 

А GREAT ROLE IN А SLIPPERS. 
BUILDING INDIA'S SPACE 3 uias 
PROGRAMME. SOON - ⁄ 


KALAM, 
WE HAVE BEEN 
INVITED TO MEET 
MRG бАМРН AND 
THE PARLIAMENTARY 
| PANEL ON SCIENCE 
БҮ АМ? TECHNOLOGY 


НА HA! 
DONT WORRY, 
KALAM. YOU ARE 
‘BEAUTIFULLY 


\ \ 


“INDIRA GANDHI, THEN PRIME MINISTER 
OF INDIA 33 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


THIS GREAT GATHERING OF 
INATION-BLILVERS. T THANK YOL 
FOR LETTING Lis PROVE THE 
SCIENTIFIC STRENGTH OF 


ON REPUBLIC DAY 1981 ABDUL WAS AWARDED 
THE PADMA BHUSHAN, THE THIRD HIGHEST 
CIVILIAN AWARD IN THE COUNTRY. 


|| HAVE BEEN OF Your, 


TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, THERE WERE 
MANY WHO WERE JEALOUS THAT ABDUL HAD 
BEEN SINGLED OUT FOR THE HONOUR. 


A YEAR LATER, ABDUL LEFT Тако TO JON РУГЛУ AND STARTED WORK ON THE GUIDED MISSILE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (EMPP). ALONG WITH THE SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR TO THE DEFENCE MINISTER, DR ARUNACHALAM, 
AND MANY OTHER DISTINGLISHED SCIENTISTS, ABDUL DRAFTED AN AMBITIOUS PROGRAMME TO MAKE 
INIGENOUS MISSILES IN INDIA. DURING A MEETING WITH THE THREE SERVICE CHIEFS — 


CAN WE REALLY YES. WE HAVE 
MAKE OUR OWN THE KNOWLEDGE BANK 
IN OUR COUNTRY, GENERAL 
IT's JUST A MATTER OF 
HARNESSING IT. 


DEFENCE RESEARCH АМР DEVELOPMENT LABORATORY, THE MISSILE SYSTEM LABORATORY OF THE PRPO 
(DEFENCE RESEARCH ANP DEVELOPMENT ORGANISATION) 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


DEFENCE MINISTER VENKATARAMAN®, HOWEVER, НАР EVEN MORE AMBITIOUS PLANS. 


BUT WHY 
ARE WE MAKING 
MISSILES IN PHASES? CAN 
WE NOT HAVE AN INTEGRATED: 
DEVELOPMENT SYSTEM WHERE 
WE HAVE A RANGE OF MISSILES, 
ALL DEVELOPED TOGETHER 


DEFINITELY SIR, 
WE JUST HAVE то 
RETHINK OUR PLANS. 
вит IT WILL ве 


MEET 
ME TOMORROW 
MORNING WITH 
EXACTLY WHAT I WAS 
HOPING FOR! THIS I 


THE NEW PROGRAMME САМЕ ТО BE KNOWN AS THE INTEGRATED БИРЕР MISSILE DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAMME (TEMPE). 


WE WILL CONSTRUCT 5 MISSILES THAT WILL TAKE 
INVIATO THE NEXT LEVEL OF DEFENCE 
PREPAREDNESS. PRITHVI, THE SURFACE-TO-SURFACE 
MISSILE, TRISHLUL, THE TACTICAL CORE VEHICLE, AKASH, 
THE SURFACE-TO-AIR DEFENCE SYSTEM, THE ANTI-TANK, 
MISSILE SYSTEM, NAG, AND A RE-ENTRY 
LAUNCH VEHICLE - AGNI. 


WE WILL Ро 
IT INDIGENOUSLY ANT 
WITHIN А TIMEFRAME. THIS 16 А 
VERY AMBITIONS PROJECT, ВИТ Y 
BELIEVE THAT WITH HARD WORK 
AND DETERMINATION, WE CAN Д 

TURN ANY DREAM INTO 


LATER THE EIGHTH PRESIDENT OF INDIA 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


ме Have THE MONEY ANZ 
THE PERMISSIONS, BUT, 
THERE WILL STILL BE MANY „вит WE 
CHALLENGES, ALL EYES HAVE À HUGE POOL 
ARE ON Us. (OF TALENT TOO, WE JUST NEED 
Em TO FIND THE RIGHT LEADERS. 
ИН: SEER BRILLIANT SCIENTISTS WHO ALSO 
HAVE THE ABILITY TO INSPIRE 
COUNTRIES HAVE MISSILE 
HUNDREDS OF OTHER 
Miser ‘SCIENTISTS Ан? 
LIMITED RESOURCES, О 


(ABDUL SPENT A LOT OF ПМЕ AND 
THOUGHT IN FINDING THE RIGHT LEADERS. 


WE HAVE 50 MANY 
III EXPERIENCED SCIENTISTS 
| 


ват WE LACK YOUNG BLOOD, |6 VERY IMPORTANT 
ENTHUSIASM, А SENSE OF WORK, KALAM. HOW 
ADVENTURE, TD YOU EXPECT 


If 


| 
|| 


THIS WAS CHRISTENED THE RESEARCH CENTRE 
IMARAT (RCI) АМР ФООМ BECAME Я RENOWNED | 
CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE. 


== 
ЯМ? 50 BEGAN А РАМЕ WHERE ABDUL AND FIVE OTHER TEAM MEMBERS VISITED COLLEGES AND INSTITUTIONS 
ALL OVER THE COUNTRY, INVITING FRESH ENGINEERS AND SCIENTISTS TO JOIN THEM. SOON, 280 YOUNGSTERS 
WERE PART OF THE PROTECT 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BUT WHEN THEY REALISED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE WORK THEY WOLLI БЕ POING - 


HOW CAN WE РО THIS? 
THERE 16 NO BIG SHOT 5 
IN OUR TEAM. IS JUST A LITTLE 
SHOT WHO KEEP5 
ON SHOOTING! 50 KEEP 
TRYING AND BELIEVE 
IN YOURSELE 


ABPLL'S FAITH IN THE YOUTH WAS NOT AMISS. SOON THEY GREW 
CONFIDENT AND BECAME AN INDISPENSABLE PART OF THE PROJECT. 


BUT IT WAS PRITHVI IN 7488 THAT MAPE 
THE WORLD ЭТ ЦЕ PRITHVI WAS A SURFACE- 
TO-SURFACE MISSILE THAT СОУ STRIKE A 
TARGET WITH AN ACCURACY OF ВО METRES 
AND IT WAS BUILT IN SUCH А WAY THAT IT 
COLL BE MODIFIED FROM SURFACE TO AIR 
AND EVEN BE DEPLOYED ON A SHIP 


TRISHLL WAS THE FIRST MISSILE TO BE LAUNCHED BY 
ІРР IN 1985. IT WAS A SUCCESS... 


THE WESTERN WORLD REACTED WITH ANSER - | 
SEVEN COUNTRIES HAVE IMPOSED A 
TECHNOLOGY EMBARGO* ON U5, 
NOW WE CANT BUY ANYTHING 
REMOTELY CONNECTED 
WITH MISSILES, 


THEY CANNOT. 
STOMACH THE FACT 
THAT INDIA COULD ВЕ 
SELF-RELIANT IN THIS FIELD. 
BUT WE WILL SHOW THEM. 
THAT WE CAN PRODUCE OUR, 
MISSILES DESPITE 
THIS EMBARGO, 


OFFICIAL BAN 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


REFUSING TO БЕ СОЙЕР TOAN, MORE THAN 500 SCIENTISTS 
АМР ORGANISATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY CONTINUED THEIR 
WORK ON ASNI, THE MOST AMBITIONS MISSILE PROJECT YET 
ANP ABPUL'6 PERSONAL FAVOURITE. 20 APRIL, B3, THE VAY 
ОҒ THE LAUNCH. THE COUNTDOWN НАР BEGUN. 


HOLDS! SOMETHING 
16 DESPERATELY 
WRONG! 


ЯТ INDICATES THE TIME OF THE LAUNCH, 
50 T MINUS Ч SECONDS INDICATES 
14 SECONDS BEFORE LAUNCH. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


WE HAVE 
BEEN GIVEN А GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY BUT 


ON 22 MAY AT ОЛО HOURS... 


"BEC 


м lll. 
„ПГ 


40 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THAT NIGHT HE WROTE IN HIS DIARY - ACROSS THE WORLD, 


IN TODAY'S WORLD, 
IF WE ARE BACKWARD. 
IN TECHNOLOGY, WE ARE CONSTANTLY 


TECHNOLOSICALLY SELF-RELIANT 
‘AND EMPOWER OUR 
DEFENCE, 
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A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


IT WAS INDEED A GOOD DAY FOR THE TEMPE 


REPUBLIC DAY, 1990, BROUGHT WITH IT THE NEWS THAT ABDUL AND PR ARUNACHALAM HAD BOTH BEEN 
DECORATED WITH THE PADMA VIBHLISHAN. TWO OTHER COLLEAGUES WERE AWARDED THE PADMA SHRI. 


ALL THIS RECOGNITION AND HONOUR COULD NOT 
CHANGE ABDUL. HE HAD LEARNED TO MAKE His VOICE 
HEARD ELT AT HEART, HE WAS STILL THE SIMPLE 
ISLAND бос ре” 


KALAM, YOU 
ARE А FAMOUS 
AND DECORATED SCIENTIST. 
WHY VO YOU STILL LIVE 


EVERYTHING 
THAT I OWN FITS 
HERE. I DONT NEET Ñ 


STAKEN FORWARD 


а FEW LATER, ABDUL WENT ТО МАРИНА 
TD FIND HIS OLP TEACHER REVEREND SOLOMON 
WHO HAD SHOWN HIM THE POWER OF DREAMS. 


You HAVE 
NOT ONLY REACHED MY 
GOALS, ABDUL, YOU HAVE 
ECLIPSED THEM. 
‘YOU TAUGHT 
МЕ, SIR, THAT GREAT 
DREAMS OF GREAT 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ALTHOUGH ABDUL НАР BEEN LING TECHNOLOGY TO 
EMPOWER DEFENCE FORCES, HE FIRMLY BELIEVED 
THAT IT SHOLLI ALSO BE USED ТО HELP PEOPLE. 


PT" 
mc 
aree. то макс жеме) / 777 
ж кал THE COMMON 
RAN WLL BE ABLE TO 
ова THEM 


WORKED TOGETHER TO MAKE THE КАМАЗ 
STENTS WHICH BROUGHT THE PRICE POWN FROM 
275000 TO 810,000! 


ANOTHER SUCH INNOVATION BROUGHT ABDUL EVEN 
GREATER JOY. 


THEY WERE POLIO-INFECTED CHILDREN WHO HAP 
TO WEAR METAL CALLIPERS WEIGHING 4 KILOS. 


ABDUL AND HI TEAM GOT TO WORK АМУ WITHIN 
WEEKS THEY HAD PRODUCED CALLIPERS THAT 
WEIGHED LESS THAN ЧОО GRAMS. 


THIS 15 


E NA 
СА аран 
AA 
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IN 1992, ABDUL SUCCEEDED DE ARUNACHALAM AS 
‘SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR TO THE DEFENCE MINISTER AND 
SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE RESEARCH 
ANP DEVELOPMENT: AROUND THIS TIME, HE WAS ALSO 
AWARDED HONORARY DOCTORATES FROM VARIOUS 
UNIVERSITIES. THE BIGGEST HONOUR CAME WHEN HE 
WAS AWARDED THE BHARAT RATNA, INDIA'S HIGHEST 
CIVILIAN AWARE, IN 1997. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


1998 MARKED AN IMPORTANT YEAR FOR OLR COUNTRY. ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE WAS THE PRIME MINISTER 


AND HE НАР A TOP SECRET MISSION FOR ABDUL - 


WE NEED 
то CONDUCT 
MORE NUCLEAR 
TESTS AS SOON 


Yes, THAT MAY 


BE WHAT 15 NEEDED 
TO MAKE INVIA SECURE, 
AFTER ALL, STRENGTH 
RESPECTS STRENGTH, 


THE TESTS WERE ТО BE СОМРИСТЕР IN FOKHEAN IN 
RAJASTHAN. SINCE IT WAS AN ARMY RANGE, ALL THE 


AND UNIFORMS. 
MAJOR GENERAL) 
PRITHVIRAJ, EH VEST 
KIND OF SUITS 


ME, DONT YOu 
THINK? 


‘SCIENTISTS INVOLVED WERE GIVEN ARMY IDENTITIES 


PREPARATIONS FOR THE UNDERGROUND TESTS 
WERE DONE IN ABSOLUTE SECRECY IN THE 
DEAD OF THE NIGHT. 
MAKE 
SURE THAT ALL THE 
EQUIPMENT ИЕР ТО 
TAG THE SHAFTS № SHIFTED 
BACK AND PROPERLY 
CONCEALED BY 
MORNING. 


THIS WAS DONE 50 THAT ANY SATELLITE 
VIEWING THEM WOLLP NOT REGISTER ANYTHING 
AMISS. THE EARTH DUG QUT WAS ALSO PILED 
Це TO LOOK LIKE SAND DUNES, 


ON И MAY, 1998, THREE NUCLEAR DEVICES WERE РЕТОМАТЕР THE TEST WAS A COMPLETE SUCCESS! 


"THE FIRST NUCLEAR TEST WAS CONDUCTED 
ON 18 MAY, 1975, WHEN INDIRA GANDHI WAS 
THE PRIME MINISTER. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ТМРА WAS CONFIRMED AS А NUCLEAR POWER! AND A NEW HERO WAS BORNI 


EARLIER THAT SAME YEAR, ABDUL НАР ALSO INITIATED А JOINT VENTURE WITH RUSSIA TO DESIGN AND 
DEVELOP THE WORLD'S ONLY SUPERSONIC CRUISE MISSILE SYSTEM, BRAHMOS* 


WHILE HAPPY WITH HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO ТАРИ 
DEVELOPMENT, ABDUL STILL FELT THAT SOMETHING 


T SOMETIMES 
FEEL THAT WE ARE 
GETTING VERY ONE-SIDED IN 


ALSO NEEDS ТО БЕ 
REPUCED, 


EN съ 
THIS WAS His FELLOW SCIENTIST 
ANP ЕЮЕМА YS. RATAN. 
ЯМАМЕР AFTER THE RIVERS BRAHMAPUTRA IN 
INDIA ANZ MOSKVA IN RUSSIA 


IT WAS ЗИССЕЗЗЕНИУ LAUNCHED IN 2001 АМР NOW FORMS AN INTEGRAL PART OF INDIA'S ARMED FORCES. 


RELEASED IN 1998, "INDIA 2020. A VISION FOR THE 
NEW MILLENNILIM' ФООМ BECAME AN IMPORTANT. 
STATEMENT FOR INDIA'S GROWTH. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


147 SAW A SERIES OF EVENTS THAT SPURRED A NEW 
GROWTH IN ABPEL. IN JANUARY 1999, AN AVROV CARRYING 
PRPO PERSONNEL AND AN AIRBORNE SURVEILLANCE 
PLATFORM (ASP) DEVELOPED BY DRDO, CRASHED INTO 
THE ARAKKONAM FORESTS. 


45 HEAD OF ГО, ABDUL RUSHED TO THE 
SITE. WHAT НЕ SAW THERE, DEVASTATED НІМ. 
ZiR, WE 
'COULP NOT FIND 
MANY REMAINS. WE 
HAVE ARRANGED FOR 
EMPTY COFFINS 50 THAT 
THE DEAD CAN HAVE 


WHY РР 
You vo THIS? 
WHO WILL TAKE 
CARE OF HIM 

NOW? 


THIS 15 THE 

NATURE OF SCIENCE, 

(7 ANGERS Lurk AT EVERY 

STEP...AND COMPLEX MISSIONS 
HAVE A LONG, HARD JOURNEY. THE 
SACRIFICES AND THE BRAVERY OF 
THESE MEN SHOULD NOT 
GOIN VAIN. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THE EVENT AND THE NUCLEAR TESTE PLAYED HEAVILY ON 
HIS MINE IN OCTOBER THAT YEAR - 


АСЫПТЫ ET 


‘AWAITS YOU. IT 16 NOW HP TO YOU TO ЕМОМЕ 
АСНАҒЧАЗ, T KNOW THAT THE SUCH А SYSTEM OF PEACE THAT THESE SAME 
NUCLEAR TESTS WERE IMPORTANT WEAPONS BECOME COMPLETELY UNNECESSARY, 
FOR OUR NATION, YET 1 8150 FEEL CREATE А WORLD 50 PEACEFLIL THAT WAR 
THAT WHAT T HAVE DONE GOES АҺ? WEAPONS BECOME A THING 
AGAINST THE MORALS OF A OF THE FAST. 
GOOD HUMAN BEING. 


INDIA NUCLEAR WAS A 
\ вів ANZ IMPORTANT 


THE CHILDREN LOVED LISTENING TO НІМІ, 


DARE TO DREAM, 
VARE ТО ВЕ YOU. IF YOU 
BECOME THE CAPTAIN OF YOu ү 
PROBLEMS, YOU WILL DEFEAT THEM || 
AND SUCCEED THEN, YOU WILL 
BECOME UNIQUE. 7 


сиркем, THE Youth 
OF TORY THAT HOLD THE FUTUREN 
IN THEIR HANDS, ТЕ THEY ARE | 
(rco нема тоножної oro 
WILL DEFINITELY BE A 
PEACEFUL ONE. 


HAVING A 
SMALL AIM ® A CRIME. 
те YOU WANT TO SHINE LIKE 


4 


T Have 
LEARNED 50 MUCH 
ON THIS JOURNEY OF my 
UFE..JF X WRITE ABOUT IT, MAYBE 
‘SOMEWHERE А BOATMAN'S SON 
WILL SAY 'NO' то HIS PRESCRIBED 
DESTINY, SOMEWHERE А CHILD WILL 
LEARN TO LOOK INWIARDS AND FEEL 
SECURE. THE WHOLE NATION WILL 
BENEFIT IF IT HAS STRONG INWARD- 
LOOKING PEOPLE 46 15 
LEAVERS. 


THIS THOUGHT (ЕР АРА. TO WRITE 
His ALITOBIOSRAPHY WINGS OF FIRE’ 
IT WAS FOLLOWED BY A SERIES OF 
BOOKS INCLUDING ТӨМТЕР MINDS' 

ANP "TURNING POINTS'.ALL OF WHICH 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


NOBOPY WAS INJURED BUT THE CHILDREN WAITING FOR HIM 
HEARD ABOHT THE CRASH AND WERE SHAKEN. 
ТО NOT WASTE YOUR LIFE BEING 
AFRAID AND WORRIED, YOU ARE THE 
FUTURE, YOU MUST LOOK FORWARD, 
TO LIFE WITH COURAGE. 


AN LINEXPLORED PATH, COURAGE 
ТО COMBAT THE PROBLEMS 
AND SUCCEED ARE THE LINIQUE, 
QUALITIES OF YOUTH. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


THIS SECOND BRUSH WITH DEATH MADE ABDUL 
REALISE THAT HE WANTED TO DEVOTE HIS TIME 
то TEACHING CHILDREN AND UNFOLDING HIS 
VISION FOR INDIA. HE LEFT HIS JOB ANP WAS 
CONTENT TO SPEND HIS DAYS TEACHING. BUT 
ONE DAY IN JUNE 2002 - 


KALAM, WE 
ЖОНО? LIKE TO 
NOMINATE YOU 


ME. PRESIDENTI 
THE SIMPLE SON OF А 
SIMPLE MAN? WHAT PO 

X KNOW ABOUT 
POLITICS? 


YOU ARE ALREADY DOING 
WHAT YOU LOVE. WHY 
тетцев IT? 


THIS 15 А GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY! YOU CAN 
PUSH VISION 2020 BETTER 
ЈЕ YOU ARE PRESIDENT, 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


THE GUEST LIST WAS 45 
UNIEHAL AS ABDUL HIMSELF! 
BESIDES His FAMILY AND 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


токмо) 
THIS 15 LIKE A PALACE, 
BUT I WANT T TO BECOME 
А PEOPLE'S PALACE. PEOPLE 
SHOULD FEEL THAT THEIR VOICES 


THINGS TAKE 
40 LONG TO GET FROM 
ONE OFFICE TO ANOTHER. NO 
WONDER WORK GETS PONE SLOWLY. 
IF EVERYTHING 19 COMPUTERIZED, 

DIGITISED AND NETWORKED, 

THINGS WILL MOVE MUCH 
FASTER, 


BEING A SCIENTIST AND AN ACADEMICIAN, IT PIP NOT 
TAKE HIM LONG TO INITIATE E-GOVERNANCE IN THE 
RASHTRAPATI BHAWAN. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


HE PIP NOT TAKE EVEN ROUTINE DUTIES LIGHTLY 50 ABDUL AND HIS OFFICE WENT TO WORK. [| 
SIR, SOON THE MEMBERS OF SS 


‘STATES WILL COME 
ТО MEET YOu, IF ТАМ TO 
MEET REPRESENTATIVES 
OF VARIOUS STATES, I SHOULD 
HAVE SOMETHING FOR THEM, WHY 
WASTE EVERYONE'S TIME 
WITH JUST FORMALITY? 


САМУ МАР A PRESENTATION READY 
FOR EVERY ONE OF THESE MEETINGS. 


OF YOUR STATE. ТЕ THESE 
ARE DEVELOPED, INDIA AS 
A WHOLE WILL FEVELOP， 


COULD WORK FOR THE PROGRESS OF THEIR RESPECTIVE STATES. 


THE YEAR ABPIL BECAME PRESIDENT WAS ALSO THE YEAR THE NATION 
WAS SHAKEN BY THE GUJARAT RIOTS. 


I MUST бо 
THERE, VAJPAYEE JI. 

MAYBE І CAN HELP REMOVE SOME 
OF THE РАМ. I САМ DEFINITELY SPEED 
ЦР THE RELIEF ACTIVITIES. UNITY OF 
MINDS 15 MY MISSION АМ? IT HAS 
NEVER BEEN MORE IMPORTANT 
THAN NOW. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


АЕА. WAS VISITING A RELIEF CAMP IN GUJARAT, 
WHEN — 


WHERE 
ARE МҮ PARENTS, 
RASHTRAPATIJIŻ T WANT 
MY PARENTS. 


EVERY INDIVIDUAL. 
HAS THE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT 
ТО PRACTICE НЕ RELIGION, 
CULTURE AND FAITH. THE UNITY OF 
OUR MINDS 16 THE LIFELINE OF 
OUR COUNTRY ANP WE CANNOT 
ALLOW ANYTHING то 


THERE ARE 
FIVE CORE AREAS WHERE 
DEVELOPMENT 15 A MUST IF INDIA 
15 TO PROGRESS. WE MUST PAY 
ATTENTION TO AGRICULTURE, HEALTHCARE 
АМУ EDUCATION, INFORMATION AND 
COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY, 
DEVELOPMENT OF INFRASTRUCTURE, 
АМР BE SELF-RELIANT IN CRITICAL 
TECHNOLOGIES, 


~ 
174 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


— 

ANOTHER TIME HE TOLP STUDENTS KN EGON 
X HAVE THREE VISIONS FOR INDIA THE YOUTH OF INDIA WORK WITH THE 

SPIRIT, Т CAN VO IT, WE CAN VO IT АНИ. 


FIRST 16 FREEDOM - WE RESPECT THE 
FREEDOM OF OTHERS BUT WE MUST INDIA CAN VO ІТ, NOTHING CAN STOP INDIA 
ALSO RESPECT AND NURTURE OUR OWN. FROM BECOMING A DEVELOPED. 
THE SECOND 15 DEVELOPMENT - OUR COUNTRY! 
ACHIEVEMENTS ARE GLOBALLY RECOGNISED, 
TODAY BUT WE STILL LACK THE 
SELF-CONFIDENCE ТО SEE OURSELVES 
Аб А DEVELOPED NATION. 


MY THIRD 
VISION 15 SEEING 

INDIA STAND ЦР TO THE 
WORLD. WE MUST ЗЕ STRONG, 


NOT ONLY AS A MILITARY POWER 
BUT ALSO AS AN ECONOMIC 
POWER. 


AN IMPORTANT ASPECT OF АВГ З WITH THIS THOUGHT IN MINE, АВИ. VISITED А NUMBER 
VISION WAS FURA. OR PROVIDING OF VILLAGES LIKE TORNI IN MADHYA PRADESH. 
LACAN AMENITIES IN ЕЛЕНИ AREAS. “ІК, THESE PEOPLE HAVE BEEN USING 
ORGANIC PESTICIDES AND PRACTISING 
CULTURE AND TRADITIONS YET PEOPLE | |, WATERSHED MANAGEMENT BASED ON 
ARE BEING FORCED TO MOVE TO CITIES. THEIR TRAPITIONAL KNOWLEDGE, 
TF WE CAN PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT AND 
EDUCATION FOR OUR YOUTH IN THE AND YET, 
VILLAGES, WE CAN SPARE THEM THERE ARE HARTY 
FROM LIVING A MISERABLE LIFE, ANY YOUNGSTERS HERE. Т 
IN URBAN SLUMS. KNOW IT 16 NOT POSSIBLE FOR 
ONE VILLAGE TO HAVE ALL THE 
AMENITIES BUT IF BETWEEN 
THEM, A FEW CONNECTED 
VILLAGES HAVE FACILITIES 
THEN... 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


ANP 50 WAS BORN THE IDEA OF HAVING 
FURA. VILLAGE CLUSTERS - INSTITUTIONS, 
HOSPITALS АМР EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
SPREAD ACROSS A GROUP OF VILLAGES WELL 
CONNECTED ВУ ROAD — 50 THAT LIFE IN 

THE VILLAGES WOULD BE PROSPEROLIS AND 


22 | 


ABDUL WAS 50 HAPPY WITH THIS THOUGHT 
THAT HE DONATED HIS LIFE'S SAVINGS TO 
THE PROJECT. 


БҮ NOW, PEOPLE НАР REALISED THAT THEIR ‘MISSILE 
MAN’ WAS ALSO А VERY CARING PERSON. EVERYWHERE 
НЕ WENT HE WAS GREETED BY HORDES OF INDIANS 
WHO SOMETIMES WAITED ALL DAY TO GET A GLIMPSE OF 
HIM. 


LIKE BUZZ АМР НЕ WAS EVEN NOMINATED TWICE 
FOR MTV'S YOUTH ICON OF THE YEAR AWARD IT 
PIP NOT MATTER THAT НЕ WAS THEN MORE THAN 
73 YEARS OLD! 
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AFRICAN E-NETWORK THAT 
WILL CONNECT INDIA AND 
THE 63-МЕМВЕВ NATIONS OF 
THIS GREAT CONTINENT TO 
EACH OTHER, AND PROVIDE 
EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE 
AND E-GOVERNANCE 
SERVICES. 


SWITZERLAND, 
WILL CELEBRATE 
26 MÁY 85 SCIENCE DAY, 
ТО COMMEMORATE 
PR КА АВ VISIT. 


A.P.J, ABDUL KALAM 


[ELT THE CROWNING GLORY CAME WHEN ABDUL WAS INVITED TO ADDRESS THE PARLIAMENT OF THE EUROPEAN 
имом. 


WHERE THERE 6. 
ЦИ RIGHTEOUSNESS IN THE HEART, 
THERE 16 BEAUTY IN THE CHARACTER, 
WHEN THERE |6 BEAUTY IN THE 
CHARACTER, 

THERE 15 HARMONY IN THE HOME. 
WHEN THERE IS HARMONY IN THE HOME, 
THERE 5 ORDER IN THE NATION 
AND WHEN THERE 16 ORDER IN 
THE NATION..THERE Б PEACE 
IN THE WORLD. 


О EUROPEAN UNION, 
LET YOUR MISSIONS 
SPREAD EVERYWHERE 
LIKE THE AIR WE 


THIS WAS. 
ONE OF THE MOST 
EXTRAORDINARY AN INSPIRING 
SPEECHES WE HAVE HEARD FROM 
А STATESMAN, А SCIENTIST AND А 
POET. ALL THE BEST TO THIS. 
GREAT NATION, INDIA! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


AS PRESIDENT 
ABDUL WAS ALSO 

THE SUPREME 
COMMANDER OF THE 
ARMED FORCES. HE 
МАГЕ IT A PONT ТО 
VISIT His MEN POSTED 
IN DIFFICULT TERRAINS: 
HE VISITED THE KUMAR 
POST ON SIACHEN 
GLACIER AND ROVE IN 
THE NAVAL SUBMARINE, 
ING ЗМРНАКАКЕНАК. 


BUT HIS MOST CHERISHED MOMENT САМЕ IN JUNE р 
2006, WHEN HE VISITER AN AIR FORCE BASE IN РИМЕ. 1 ONCE DREAMED OF | 

BECOMING A FIGHTER 
THE MISSION COMPUTERS AND 


| | pior Lig vou. m was 
(OTHER EQUIPMENT OF THIS SUKHOI Мес pezam. 
HAVE ALL BEEN MAVE 


кане. 1 COULD 
VERY TRAIN YOU, SIR. YOU 
(GOOD THAT 15 COULD FLY WITH МЕ AS 
2 HOW IT SHOULD А CO-PILOT. 
ве. 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


ME низ FLYING HIGH AT NEARLY TWICE THE SPEED OF асам! | | 


Ж 


m 
WAS THE HA HA..THE 
MOST EXCITING PRESIDENT |5 А 


HALE HOUR OF Насри 
В 
pe y ) 


NOT ONLY PIP ABDUL LIVE HIS СНИРНООР DREAM THAT. 
TAY, HE ALSO SET A RECORD, AT 74, HE WAS THE OLDEST 
INDIAN TO FLY а FIGHTER AIRCRAFT 


DESPITE HIS ВИЗУ SCHEDULE, HE MADE TIME TO MEET HIS FAMILY. ONCE БО OF HIS FAMILY MEMBERS CAME 
TO STAY WITH HIM FOR FIVE DAYS. 1 


T WILL PAY FOR 
THEIR RENT AND. 
/ SIR, THIS 
EXPENDITURE WILL БЕ 
TAKEN CARE OF BY THE 
GOVERNMENT. 


ABIL WOLL NOT HEAR OF IT AND РАР FROM HIS SAVINGS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Ш А PPS 


АМ? ORGANISED NUMEROUS CLETURAL EVENTS, 


IN HIS FEW AND PRECIOUS SPARE MOMENTS, HE WOULD PLAY THE VEENA, LISTEN TO CARNATIC MUSIC, 
WRITE POETRY AND GATHER STRENGTH FROM THE QURAN SHARIF, THE BHAGAVAD GITA AND THE THIRLAKLBAL 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


FLNNILY ENOHEH, A TOPIC OF ABIDING INTEREST то THE | | [AND OF COURSE, НЕ STILL KEPT HIMSELF 
COUNTRY WAS HIS HAIRSTYLE! p | | ABREAST WITH SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENTS. 


WHEN THE CHAIRMAN OF ISRO CAME TO 


LUNAR MISSION “ YOU INCLUDE А 
GHANTRATAAN WILL. f-PAVLOAP THAT WILL 
ORBIT THE MOON AND | | LAND ON THE MOON 

(TRANSMIT INFORMATION] | Ана SEND PATA 


BACK то це. ФІКЕСТІУ FROM 


HIS APVICE WAS TAKEN ANP THE MOON 
IMPACT PROBE WAS АРРЕР TO THE MISSION. 
IT LANDED ON THE MOON'S SURFACE ON 

14 NOVEMBER, 2008, MAKING INDIA THE HTH 
NATION TO HAVE REACHED THE SURFACE OF 
THE MOON! 


17 WAS ALSO THE FIRST ТО 
DISCOVER WATER ON THE MOON. 


IN JULY 2007, HIS TERM 45 PRESIDENT САМЕ TO AN ЕМ? 
HE LEFT AS SIMPLY AS HE НАР COME. WITH ONLY TWO 
SUITCASES THAT СОМРИМЕР ALL HIS WORDLY BELONGINGS 
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BY THE TIME ABDUL LEFT OFFICE, НЕ WAS 76 YEARS OLP 
BUT HE FOUND THAT НЕ WAS BLIER THAN EVER. 


кали s sor [Ts 
SHOWING ANY SIGNS, THERE 6 
A ATI so ucu 10 vo 
FIADAT TO a A 
DEVELOPED NATION 
aż 2020, 1 CANNOT, 


ABDUL PARTNERED WITH NUMEROUS 
UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE мокша DEVELOPING, 
PROGRAMMES ТО TEACH ЗТИРЕМТЕ HOW TO 
CREATE А BETTER ПОВІЯ 


ОМ 2779 JULY 2015, HE WAS TRAVELLING TO TIM*, SHILLONG. 


TWO HOURS LATER, WHEN THEY REACHED ТІМ 


TAM 50 
‘SORRY YOU НАР 
TO STAND BECAUSE 
OF МЕ. You MUST BE 
TIRED, WOULD YOU 
LIKE SOMETHING 
ТО БАТ? 


"INPIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT 


ONE HOME INTO THE DRIVE - 


WHY HAVE THEY 
MADE THAT MAN 

STAND? IT'S SUCH А 

Д 106 JOURNEY, ask 
HIM TO SIT DOWN, 


A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


A LITTLE LATER НЕ WAS ON THE eT 
‘STAGE TO APPRESS THE STUDENTS. AW SONG TG TALK 
TO YOU ABOUT CREATING 
А LIVERBLE PLANET 


AND UST LIKE THAT HE WAS GONE. THIS GREAT LEARNED MAN, SO 
FULL OF LOVE, НА? ТЕР OF A MASSIVE HEART ATTACK STANDING TALL 
ANP DOING WHAT НЕ LOVED BEST. UST LIKE HIS MENTORS AHMED 
JMALLIPPIN AND Ре VIKRAM SARABHAI, ABDUL НАР GONE WITHOUT А 
WARNING, LEAVING IN HIS WAKE A COUNTRY GASPING IN DISBELIEF 
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THE PUBLIC OUTPOURING OF GRIEF THAT FOLLOWED WAS UNPRECEDENTED. FROM SHILLONG, ТО DELHI АМР 
TO RAMESWIARAM HIS FINAL RESTING PLACE, THE MASSES THRONGED THE STREETS TO PAY THEIR RESPECTS 
TO THE PEOPLE'S PRESIDENT. A PROUD AND PRACTISING MUSLIM BUT EQUALLY RESPECTFLL OF ALL OTHER 
RELIGIONS, A STOREHOUSE OF KNOWLEDGE BUT АМ ETERNAL LEARNER, A HUMANITARIAN АМР Я TRUE INDIAN. 


OBITUARIES CAME IN FROM ALL CORNERS OF THE WORLD FOR HE HAD TOUCHED MANY LIVES, |). 7, 


BUT WHAT ABDUL ONCE SAID ABOUT HIMSELF 1S PERHAPS WHAT DESCRIBES НІМ BEST - 


У Тата ме in this great land 
Looking at its milion boys and girls 
To draw from me 
The inexhaustible divinity 
And spread His grace everywhere 
As does the water drawn from а well. ?? 


If a country is to be corruption free 
and become a nation of beautiful 
minds, I strongly feel there are three 
key societal members who can make 
a difference. They are the father, 
the mother and the teacher. 


-A.P J. Abdul (шау) 


k 
b 
P опије 


Lus 
A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM 


А scientist, a writer, a poet, a teacher, a visionary and the 11th President of 
India - Dr A.P.J. Abdul Kalam was all this and much more. One of the most 
beloved and admired men in recent times, Dr Kalam was a kind and gentle 
human being who believed firmly in the potential of India's people, especially 
her youth. He was a man who reached unimaginable heights but never forgot 
his roots. À man who brought his own brand of excellence and humility to 
everything he touched. He showed us the power of dedication and hard work 
and ihe power of honesty in character. 


Most of all, he showed us the power of dreams. He said, "Dreams are not 
those thot you see in your sleep...dreams are the things На! do по let you 
sleep". The story of his life is a testimony to that belief. 


